Rural women: Education, Livelihoods, vulnerability and poverty
Education:

Education rates did not significantly differ between men and women of working age, with 28.5% of men
and 29.4% of women reporting middle school graduation or above as the highest educational
attainment. Educational status of women is linked to vulnerability, with households with one or more
education women being less likely to be vulnerable than households without an educated woman (13%
vs. 18.6%, OR 1.52 (95% Cl 1.33-1.69). However, the link between education status appears to be
strongest for the educational status of men in the household. If there is a man in the household with
middle school or higher education, the vulnerability rate is 11%, but rises to 44% if the man is non-
educated. If there is an educated woman in the household, the vulnerability rate is 13%, compared to
18.6% for households without an educated woman. When comparing households with an educated man
and non educated woman, or an educated woman but no educated man, there is a 3% difference in
vulnerability rates, with the educated man/uneducated woman configuration having slightly lower
vulnerability rates. For households with no man at all, the vulnerability rate is 22%, but amongst those
households, those which have an educated woman have a vulnerability rate of 11%, compared to a rate
of 27% for households with no man and uneducated women (OR 2.9, 95% CI 2.5-3.3). In summary,
educational status for women is associated with reduced vulnerability rates, particularly in households
which have no men of working age.

Livelihoods:

In total, 50.8% of women of working age and 41.6% of all men of working age either had no livelihood or
relied on casual labour. The rates of formal sector employment were 14.7% for men and 10% for
women. Of households with women who had no livelihood or were reliant on casual labour, 23.5% were
vulnerable compared with only 9.4% of households where women had a decent livelihood (OR 2.7 —
3.2). Amongst households with no men or working age, households where women had no livelihood or
relied on casual labour had vulnerability rates of 24.5%, compared to rates of 8% for households where
women had a decent livelihood.
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