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Where next for civil society?
The opportunities and challenges in the coming years

Lahpai Seng Raw - LIFT Forum 2019 - NayPyiTaw, 13 June 2019
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 Humanitarian crises and aid emergencies do not exist in a vacuum,
and context is critical in understanding the root causes of challenges
and seeking to find their solutions.
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Where next for civil society?

In the civil society view, we are still at a very early stage in political
transition, and that both the opportunities and challenges need to be
understood within that “early stage” context.
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e Our current situation has two characteristics that are often overlooked by
international analysts. The first is that society and civil society are undergoing
an important generational change in Myanmar.

* The second is that many of our present challenges are due to a unique
political moment of transitional change in our history. Both are short-term
and, one way or another, will soon have been completed.
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* What are the implications for support to civil society that comes from
international agencies?
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* Myanmar civil society does not see “localisation” as a new challenge,
and we do not see it as a challenge that is restricted to humanitarian
aid funding. We therefore invite international supporters to join us in
adopting a “local” understanding of “localisation”.
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* LIFT was fashioned in special circumstances a decade ago, and it is to

be hoped that the same spirit of awareness, sensitiv
to the most vulnerable and needy is invigorated into
planning, with regard for civil society at its heart.

ity and outreach

the next cycle of



US DOLLAR IN MILLION

80.00 M

70.00 M

60.00 M

50.00 M

40.00 M

30.00 M

20.00 M

10.00 M

0.00 M

% of LIFT funding granted for Myanmar CSOs

67.31 M

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

MELIFT programme expenditure by year -»-CSO managed budget by year

2018



