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KNOWLEDGE SHARING AND IDEAS
FOR MYANMAR'S RURAL DEVELOPMENT

The Livelihoods and Food Security Trust Fund (LIFT) has been
working in cooperation with the Government of Myanmar since
2009, to assist the country in its efforts towards achieving
Millennium Development Goal 1: to reduce the number of people
living in poverty and hunger by half.

LIFT targets smallholder farming families and the landless rural
poor, funding projects that help them to raise their incomes,
improve their nutrition and food security, and live better lives.
LIFT's projects provide opportunities for sustainable growth, for
quality harvests, improved and innovative access to credit and
markets, while bolstering people’s ability to cope with setbacks
and change.

LIFT is supported by eleven donors: Australia, Denmark, the
European Union, France, Ireland, the Netherlands, New Zealand,
Switzerland, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the United States of
America. Focusing on aid effectiveness, funds amounting to $205
million have been pooled to support more than 90 projects across
Myanmar's four main agro-ecological zones - the Uplands, the Dry
Zone, the Ayeyarwady Delta and the Coastal region. LIFT supports
activities in more than half of the townships in the country.

Projects are implemented through LIFT partners: local and
international NGOs, research and academic bodies, UN entities and
international institutes.

So far, 2.5 million people - or roughly five per cent of the country’s
population - have benefitted from LIFT support.

In 2014, LIFT updated its strategy in line with recent reforms to
present LIFT with more scope to support the most vulnerable to
be part of Myanmar's growth. The LIFT Strategy is available at
www.lift-fund.org

The 2014 LIFT Forum is jointly organised with the Ministry of
Livestock, Fisheries and Rural Development. Supporting LIFT's
vision to be a collective voice for innovation and learning, and
to provide a platform for policy engagement, this is a two-day
learning event that brings together national and international rural
development specialists and actors.

We invite you to enjoy the presentations and panel discussions,
participate in the Question & Answer sessions and share your own
opinions and expertise.

www.lift-fund.org | www.facebook/liftfund | www.youtube.com/user/liftfund

LIFT ANNUAL FORUM 2014
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THE CHANGING DYNAMICS OF MYANMAR'S RURAL ECONOMY

Tuesday, 25 November

9:.00- 9:15
9:15- 9:30
9:30 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:10

10:10 -10:30

10:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 1:00

1:00 - 1:.05

Welcome by His Excellency Union Minister at President’s Office, U Soe Thane

Welcome by His Excellency Roland Kobia, Ambassador of the European Union to Myanmar
Professor Thomas Reardon, Michigan State University

Keynote speech: The Changing Context for Smallholder Farmers

and the Rural Landless

Photo session
BREAK

The Changing Dynamics of Myanmar's Rural Economy
Panel session moderated by Andrew Kirkwood, LIFT

Panellists:

* Dr Zarni Minn, Ministry of Livestock, Fisheries and Rural Development (MoLFRD)
* Professor Thomas Reardon, Michigan State University

+ Michiko Ito, International Organisation for Migration (IOM)

LUNCH

Fashion show by the LIFT-funded ActionAid initiative, the Socio Economic
Development Network (SEDN), with commentary by Daw Myo Myint Myat Htun



1:.05 - 1:45

1:45-2:15

2:15-3:15

3:15 - 4:00

4:.00

4:20 - 5:00

How profitable is smallholder farming in Myanmar?
Presentation by Dr Sergiy Zorya from the World Bank, with preliminary finding

from phase one of the upcoming LIFT/World Bank study, Analysis of Farm (==

Production Economics. Q&A
BREAK

Private sector engagement with smallholder farmers
Panel session moderated by James Goggin, USAID

Panellists:

* U Myint Kyaw, LIFT

+ David Pattinari, Nestle

+ Kenineth Kyaw Shein, PRIME Holdings

Introducing the Market Place

Introduced by Claudia Antonelli, LIFT Fund Board

Three LIFT implementing partners present a lesson from 2014:
+ Proximity Designs

* HelpAge

* GRET

Closing remarks for Day 1 and invitation to Market Place by Craig Gilbert, Australia Aid

MARKET PLACE

DAY ONE
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SUPPORTING RESILIENCE AND GROWTH

Wednesday, 26 November

12

8:15-9:00
9:00 - 9:15
9:15-10:00

10:00 - 10:20

10:20 -10:30

10:30 -11:30

11:30 - 12:30

Market Place & registration

Welcome by His Excellency Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation U Myint Hlaing

Dr Yvonne Pinto, Agricultural Learning and Impacts Network (ALINe)

Keynote speech: Leveraging LIFT's potential as a knowledge platform: evidence-based
learning and results based management

Photo session
BREAK

Building a Knowledge Platform for Agriculture and Rural Development in Myanmar
Panel session

Panellists:

* Dr Zaw Oo, Myanmar Development Resource Institute (MDRI-CESD)
* Dr Ohnmar Khaing, the Food Security Working Group (FSWG)

* Dr Yvonne Pinto, Agricultural Learning and Impacts Network (ALINe)

LUNCH



12:30 - 1:45

1:45 - 2:15

Increasing the Resilience of Rural Households -
Panel session moderated by Mike Wales, LIFT Fund Board Member

| DAY TWO

Panellists:

+ Dr Sekhar Nagothu, Professor and Director at Bioforsk, Norwegian Institute for
Agricultural and Environmental Research - on climate smart agriculture

+ Professor Nay Htun, Stonybrook University and Green Economy Green Growth
Myanmar (GEGG)

+ Dr Mike P Griffiths, Social Policy and Poverty Research Group (SPPRG)

Presentation: winning Market Place display table.
Reflection on the event by Gavin McGillivray, Head of DFID in Myanmar

Closing remarks by His Excellency Minister of Livestock, Fisheries and Rural
Development U Ohn Myint

13



DAY ONE: THE CHANGING DYNAMICS OF MYANMAR'S RURAL ECONOMY

14

ROLAND KOBIA

His Excellency Roland Kobia is the
first resident Ambassador of the
European Union to Myanmar. He
previously worked as Ambassador
| of the European Union to Azerbaijan
(2009-2013), as Deputy Head of
Mission in the Democratic Republic
of Congo (2000-2003) and as Head
of the Regional Political Section
on Great Lakes and Horn (2003-
2006) based in Kenya where he covered 12 countries of the
Great African Lakes and Horn of Africa regions. He has also
served as the Diplomatic Advisor in the Private Office of the
EU Commissioner for Energy, Andreas Piebalgs (2006-2009),
in charge of international negotiations on energy security, oil
and gas, trade, relations with suppliers and transit countries,
as well as nuclear issues and the negotiations on the Southern
Gas Corridor.
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PROFESSOR THOMAS REARDON

Professor Thomas Reardon has
taught Agricultural, Food, and
Resource Economics at Michigan
State University (MSU) since
1992. Prior to that, he worked
with the International Food Policy
Research Institute (IFPRI). His
work has been focused on the
transformation of agri-food value
chains, on agricultural productivity
and diversification, and on livelihoods from rural non-farm
employment. He has 12 years of experience in Asia, 10 in Latin
America, and 13 in Africa, with 19 years of in-country residence.
He is listed in the Who's Who in Economics, and is a Fellow of
the American Association of Agricultural Economics. He was
posted to Myanmar in October 2014 for five years as Chief of
Party for MSU's Food Security Policy Project with funding from
USAID and LIFT, working with local partner MDRI-CESD.
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ANDREW KIRKWOOD

Andrew is a professional engineer
and rural development planner.
He has 25 years experience in
the areas of infrastructure and
rural development in Africa and
Asia. He has experience with the
UN, NGOs, and the private sector.
Andrew moved to Myanmar in 2004
and worked for nearly 7 years as
the Country Director for Save the
Children. Since 2011 he has been the director of LIFT's Fund
Management Office where he leads a team responsible for
the effective, transparent and efficient management of LIFT.
Andrew and his family recently celebrated living and working in
Myanmar for 10 years.
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DR ZARNI MINN

Dr Zarni Minn is Deputy Director
at the Department of Rural
Development, Ministry of Livestock,
Fisheries and Rural Development.
He is Block Grant Manager &
Office Manager at the CDD Project,
Task Force member for the Rural
Development Strategic Framework,
project coordinator for ADB, KRC,
Kfw, IFAD, IRD, UN-Habitat, WFP,
FAQ, Thai CP, etc. He is Project Manager for the Ever Green
Village Development Project through the revolving fund. He has
a Master’s Degree in Rural Development Management and a
PhD in Development Science (Khon Kaen University, Thailand).
He is an expert in social science research, policy formulation
for rural development and project design development,
management and evaluation.
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DAY ONE: THE CHANGING DYNAMICS OF MYANMAR'S RURAL ECONOMY

16

MICHIKO ITO

Michiko Ito currently works for
the International Organization
for Migration (IOM) in Myanmar
as Programme Manager of the
Migration Governance Programme.
She manages a wide range
of project portfolios such as
migration and development, border
management, family reunification
and research. She has spent the
last 15 years providing support to mobile Myanmar populations
in Myanmar and in Thailand, including working on labour
migration and refugee resettlement at IOM Thailand (2006
- 2013), and as a community development worker in ethnic
ceasefire communities in Shan State (1999-2006). She is an
applied anthropologist by training, and previously worked in
Australia, Japan, Indonesia and the Philippines on land rights,
community revitalisation and social impact assessments.
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MYO MYINT MYAT HTUN

Myo Myint Myat Htun is a
programme officer with ActionAid's

LIFT-funded Socio  Economic
Development Network (SEDN).
She manages the emporium

shop in Bagan and leads the craft
producer's network committee. She
is committed to support women in
Myanmar, and dedicates her time
and capacity not only to the women
producer's support group, production and sale, but also to
development of social businesses around Myanmar. The SEDN
project started in mid-2013 and aims to improve the social and
economic wellbeing of poor families, in particular women, in
Magwe Region (central Myanmar). Moreover, it provides women
with knowledge of their rights and easier access to essential
services through a referral network.
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DR SERGIY ZORYA

Dr Sergiy Zorya is the Senior
Economist in Agricultural Global
Practice of the World Bank Group.
He is based in Bangkok, working
on the agricultural portfolio
in Cambodia, Lao PDR, and
Myanmar. Sergiy joined the World
Bank in 2005 through the Young
Professionals Program. Prior to the
assignment in Southeast Asia, he
worked in Europe and Central Asia and Africa Regions, as well
as in the Corporate Unit for Agriculture and Rural Development
Department of the Sustainable Development Network. Sergiy
holds a Master’'s Degree in Agricultural Economics from the
Agricultural University of Zhytomyr, Ukraine, and PhD in
Agricultural Economics from the Georg-August University of
Goettingen, Germany.
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JAMES GOGGIN

James Goggin is a Senior Food
Security and Agricultural Advisor
to the Economic Growth Office
of USAID in Myanmar. He is a
retired Senior Foreign Service
Officer, working the U.S. Agency for
International Development from
1983 to 2012. Serving abroad for
a period of 27 consecutive years,
he worked in agriculture, natural
resources, and environment in Africa, the Middle East, Asia, and
the former Soviet Union before assuming senior management
duties in Uzbekistan, Irag, Azerbaijan and the Caribbean
as Director of USAID/Eastern and Southern Caribbean.
He received his Bachelor's Degree in Geography from San
Jose State University (California) and his Master’'s Degree in
Agricultural Economics from the University of Florida.
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UMYINT KYAW

, U Myint Kyaw has been working
as a Microfinance and Business
Development Officer for LIFT since
2010. He has worked in the financial
sector for nearly ten years. His
experitise covers managing village
L savings and loans association
= & (UNOPS Myanmar), developing
\:\WM My | microcredit monitoring system in
Indonesia (Forum Bangun Aceh,
Banda Aceh), and financial management for UNDP Laos. He
received his Bachelor's Degree in Economics from Yangon
Institute of Economics (YIE) and a Master's Degree in Public
Policy from Lee Kuan Yew Public Policy School Singapore. He
also holds a Diploma in Market Development and Value Chains
from ITC/ILO Italy; a Diploma in Development Studies, and a
Diploma in Management and Administration from YIE.
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DAVID PETTINARI

David Pettinari is Nestlé Myanmar
Country Manager. He was educated
in Argentina and Switzerland. He
has been working with Nestlé since
1992 on three different continents,
in marketing, sales and general
management positions. He has
18 years of working experience
in South-East Asia, and has been
involved in the development of the
Nestlé business in Myanmar since 2012. He was appointed as
Country Manager in January 2014.
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KENNETH KYAW SHEIN

Kenneth Kyaw Shein is the co-
founder, CEO & Managing Partner of
PRIME Holdings. He is an industrial
developer, investor and operator in
the Energy & Infrastructure and Agri
& Food Sectors. He directs PRIME
Holdings' investment Initiatives and
operations, with a special focus in
Myanmar, directly overseeing the
operations of the Agri & Food Division
and its subsidiaries -PRIME Farms, PRIME Agri Technologies
and Smallholder Prosperity Enterprises (SPE). He currently
leads the Horticulture Working Group of The World Economic
Forum's “New Vision for Agriculture and Grow Asia” initiative in
Myanmar. He is an Executive Board Member of the Zurich-based
Swiss-Asian Chamber of Commerce, and Co-Chairperson of the
Myanmar Committee.
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CLAUDIA ANTONELLI

Claudia Antonelli is in charge of Food
Security and Rural Development at the
Delegation of the European Union to
Myanmar. Itis her second posting with
the EU, after four years in Guatemala
: (Central America) where she covered
; food security as well as environmental
- projects. She previously worked as
i a land tenure consultant with the
United Nations in Angola, conducted
a farming system research in Mozambique and was in charge of
Handicap International programmes in other African countries.
She is a Political Scientist with a Master's Degree in Development
Studies (School of Oriental and African Studies — SOAS, University
of London) and a Master's in Agricultural Development (University
of Sorbonne-National Institute of Agronomy). She speaks five
languages (Italian, French, English, Spanish and Portuguese) and
is currently learning Myanmar.

meandomn sEa3scd

ean8ommEad3cdood  pespo  200gaddoncped  sa3el
0255800000 eqpsC  coqprood@Bresg  030058[gd0R  gro3ed
conogboniaSioppotes; 3¢ ocSoficnfoqep 85405 omobapiod
.§,80'Joooo GG peepodoegel  00o$ad 3 oosg@o
006:68008[gE{gdoopdn  3288cmogE  oprocoegeFEl  elgeniaSig
20308om[gdcopbieomts  Sabodogf Boddeqosd opeonos
woesidcopdicomnds  safgpiemoefon  §Eégpiopé  §E¢omom
©00§g8:0pqp: 3582009[gE05:e0mE: 0m0§06:e800EF20p5N co§es
oogpadadmnag,qpist smofmeszepeoyptie §Bkas;

omomqdfgéeopbieomts  6e0d35: oo §reqpadde 805
GreapadEepdBpgom0mqdfgaopbieomts  cumoqpiadzaadiadigf
002200081 380081 [gE20d1 260861 0881 edlopd vpeaIIIET:

§8pBelgponoboogbi cogeroeameudogt [ghwoomiaiootorpiesoodi

SPEAKERS & PANELLISTS

19



DAY TWO: SUPPORTING RESILIENCE AND GROWTH
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DR YVONNE PINTO

. Dr Yvonne Pinto is the Director
- of the Agricultural Learning and
Impacts Network (ALINe), which
' is a practice stream at Firetail
Limited. She was recently Research
Fellow and Deputy Investigator for
the Africa and Europe: Partnerships
in Food and Farming based at the
Centre for Environmental Policy
at Imperial College. She worked
with UN FAO and GFAR to organize the first Global Conference
on Agricultural Research for Development. She has spent 15
years as a Programme Officer, most recently in the Agricultural
team at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation in Seattle
and as Africa Executive at the Gatsby Charitable Foundation
in London. She has a longstanding interest in agricultural
development particularly in Sub Saharan Africa where she has
spent 20 years supporting the creation of effective institutions,
investment funds and agricultural development programmes.
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DR ZAW OO

% U Zaw Oo is Economic Advisor to the President U
Thein Sein of Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
He is also Executive Director of the Centre
for Economic and Social Development of the
Myanmar Resource Development Institute, an
independent think-tank dedicated to inclusive
and sustainable development of Myanmar. He
is also a member of the Administrative Reform
Coordination Committee of the Office of the
President, National Land Use Management
Central Committee, as well as the Task Force on Public Service Performance
Appraisal, which facilitates public feedbacks to support administrative reforms
and other reform programs in Myanmar. He contributed to the development of
the Framework of Economic and Social Reform that guides a comprehensive set
of reforms and development cooperation for 2012-15 as well as the country's
successful conclusion of Paris Club agreement in January 2013. In his capacity
as National Coordinator, he has successfully led Myanmar's efforts to become a
member of international Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative in 2014 while
serving as a principal advisor for tax reforms, SME development, civil service
reform and decentralisation.
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DR OHMAR KHAING

Dr Ohnmar Khaing has been the
Coordinator of the Food Security
Working Group (FSWG) Myanmar
since 2009. She focuses on
food sovereignty for people and
communities affected by food
insecurity. The FSWG provides
a knowledge platform for the
networking, capacity development,
information sharing, and policy
advocacy to improve food security and livelihood related issues
in Myanmar. She received a Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship
and studied at Cornell University, New York in 2008-2009, prior
to which sheworked for UNWFP as an agricultural specialist.
Her PhD in tropical agriculture is from Kasetsart University,
Bangkok. She worked at Ministry of Agriculture in Myanmar
from 1994 to 2005 and at the Thailand Royal Agricultural
Research Center as a Senior Researcher in 2003.
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DR MICHAEL WALES

Dr Michael Wales worked as a
Principal Adviser for the FAO
Investment Centre until 2008.
With over 35 years of experience
in rural development in Africa and
South-East Asia, his main expertise
is in strategy and investment
formulation, working mainly for
World Bank, AfDB, AsDB, and IFAD
on topics such as food security,
rural livelihoods, smallholder estate crops (in Asia), Africa-wide
agriculture strategy and agriculture sector-wide approaches
(SWAPs). He has focused on public expenditure analysis, aid
effectiveness and donor coordination as co-chair of the Global
Donor Platform for Rural Development (GDPRD). He has been
external adviser to the LIFT Fund Board since 2010.
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PROFESSOR UDAYA SEKHAR NAGOTHU

Udaya Sekhar Nagothu is Professor
and Director of International
Projects at the Norwegian Institute
for Agriculture and Environmental
Research (BIOFORSK). He is
currently leading several projects
in India, Vietnam, Bangladesh
and other countries in the region
focusing on climate change and
its impact on agriculture and food
security. He has specialised in socio-economics, institutional,
stakeholder and policy analysis. He has developed stakeholder
participatory methods (e.g. a stakeholder panel method) to
promote active stakeholder involvement in development and
research projects and to narrow the gap between science and
policy development.
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PROFESSOR NAY HTUN

Professor Nay Htun teaches
Environmental Conflicts Negotiation and
Resolution, and Global Environmental
Change at Stony Brook Southampton
in New York State. He is a Fellow and
Visiting  Professor of International
Environmental  Policies, Center for
Environmental Policies, (Imperial
College London); Visiting Professor and
Senior Advisor (International Institute
for Industrial Environmental Economics, Lund University, Sweden),
Visiting Professor and Member of the International Advisory Board
(Chulabhorn Research Institute, Bangkok, Thailand) and Honorary
Professor (Tongji University, Shanghai, China). He served in the United
Nations for over 25 years where he was UN Assistant-Secretary
General at the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). At the UN
Secretariat, he helped establish the Business Council for Sustainable
Development, Geneva. He is the founder of Green Economy Green
Growth (GEGG) Myanmar.
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DR MICHAEL P GRIFFITHS

Dr Michael P Griffiths has worked
in the social protection sector in
Myanmar for over 11 years, initially
as Country Director for the Leprosy
Mission, and subsequently as
Director of Research for the Social
Policy & Poverty Research Group
(SPPRG) During this time, he has
served as consultant to the National
Disability Working Group, as well as
being a key author of the National Disability Survey and of Plan
of Action for Persons with Disabilities. He has provided support
to the social protection working group, as well as to State and
Regional Governments on social protection planning. SPPRG
cooperates with government departments and humanitarian
partners to build capacity in evidence based planning for
development.
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GAVIN McGILLIVRAY

Gavin McGillivray is the Head of
DFID in Myanmar. Previously, he
was the Head of DFID Private
. Sector Department and of DFID
o Global Funds & Development
Finance Institutions. He has been
UK Director on the Board of GAVI,
and UK Director on the Board of
UNITAID.
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CONTACTS

The Livelihoods and Food Security Trust Fund

UNOPS FUND MANAGEMENT OFFICE
12(0), Pyi Thu Lane, 7 Mile,

Mayangone Township, Yangon, Myanmar
Phone: + 951 65 72 80~87,+951 65 77 02~04
Fax: +9516572 79

lift@unops.org

www.lift-fund.org

www.facebook.com/liftfund
http://www.youtube.com/user/liftfund



